2019
ANNUAL REPORT

PATHWAYS TO
PREVENTION
AND ENGAGEMENT

“Our vision has been and will
continue to be a community
partnership facilitator that engages,
educates and promotes a healthy
physical and psychological outcome
for all the citizens of Fulton and
DeKalb County, with a focus on
bringing health equity for the
underserved. By focusing on the
prevention of disease we can
create a healthy, happy and thriving
community for all our citizens.“
			
Sharon Bent-Harley, MD
Chairperson, Board of Trustees

MISSION
Ensuring quality care is provided through the
Grady Health System and meeting the unmet
needs of the indigent and medically underserved
populations in Fulton and DeKalb counties
by engaging, educating and empowering
communities and other stakeholders.

VISION
The FDHA envisions becoming the premier
resource for meeting the unmet needs of
the communities that we serve.

“As a product of Atlanta and Fulton
County, I have always felt it is a part
of my life’s purpose and duty to
serve the community from which I
came. Serving on The FDHA Board of
Trustees allows me to do that in a very
meaningful and fulfilling way.“
			
Pickens A. Patterson, III, M.D.
Board Member, The FDHA

“It is a privilege to serve as a Trustee
of The Fulton-DeKalb Hospital
Authority, and I am reminded that
to whom much is given, much
is required. I am proud to lend
my support to ensure that equity
and equality are always the pillars
defending health care and prevention
services for indigent and other
residents of Fulton and DeKalb
Counties. With the engagement of
Grady Health System, partners and
stakeholders, we can continue these
successful efforts! “
			
Sandra DeShields
Board Member, The FDHA

“The Fulton-DeKalb Hospital
Authority plays a vital role in making
sure Grady Hospital’s impact is widereaching and well supported. When
Atlanta’s population is healthy, our
city becomes an unstoppable force
for innovation, connection, and
success. I serve to be an advocate for
the health of the whole person – of
every person.“
Shannon Georgecink,
Executive Director
Board Member, The FDHA

A MESSAGE FROM
BOARD OF TRUSTEE CHAIR
DR. SHARON BENT-HARLEY

It is very important that someone with experience as a health care provider to
the underserved have a seat at the table. Working in the trenches provides a
unique perspective that delivers insight to facilitate decision-making. I proudly
serve on The FDHA with an unwavering focus of achieving health equity for
underserved communities. As the owner of the Grady Health System, we have
an abundance of responsibilities, one of which is advocacy. In this capacity,
we focus on increasing awareness of how the healthcare system works and
how policies and funding impact health outcomes. People making policy
and funding decisions do not always have a full understanding of how their
judgements impact healthcare outcomes. This is why ongoing awareness
education is critical at a legislative, local government, and citizen level.
Initiatives focusing on prevention of disease and disparities have proven to be
transformative in positively impacting healthcare outcomes. An area of urgent
crisis is maternal and neonatal morbidity and mortality. Programs for the
prevention of diabetes, cancer, and HIV are also areas that need to be addressed
and funded. All associated crimes of violence in our community must be a
part of this discussion, because of the impact on healthcare outcomes. Also,
treating substance abuse as a healthcare issue and giving focus to re-entry
programs in the criminal justice systems are of critical need in underserved
communities. A final area of focus, where real impact can be made, is early
childhood education programs.
I am honored to be a part of The FDHA family and to have served under the
leadership of Pamela Stevenson, Michael Hollis, and Thomas W. Dortch,
Jr. These leaders have created the infrastructure under which we currently
serve. One of our proudest achievements under Tommy Dortch’s tenure
was launching the Community Health and Awareness Prevention (CHAP)
department that allows us to partner, provide funding, and expand services
through local non-profit, community organizations. These dedicated and
passionate workers are delivering exceptional services that positively
impact health disparities. It is our strong belief that working
with grassroots organizations in our CHAP network will
go a long way in helping us achieve our mission. The
FDHA will continue to be a community partnership that
promotes healthy physical and psychological outcomes
for all citizens of Fulton and DeKalb counties, with a
concentration on health equity for the underserved.
By focusing on the prevention of disease, we can
create a thriving community for all our citizens.
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2019
YEAR AT A
GLANCE

Fulton and DeKalb
Citizens Impacted
Access to Care: 20,720
Mental Health: 948
Violence Prevention: 1,103
HIV: 14,203
Diabetes: 2,922

39,896
Citizens from Fulton and DeKalb Counties
benefited from programs, services, iniatives,
and partnerships, funded by The FDHA to
address community health concerns.

30
Non-Profit Organizations received
funding, technical assistance and training
from The FDHA to build capacity to further
address community health concerns.

$556,732
Invested in addressing and enhancing
community health through The FDHA’s
long term grant funding to 30 organizations
dedicated to achieving positive health
outcomes for residents of Fulton County
and DeKalb County.

241,344
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Uses of Network of Care
FDHANetworkofCare.org which serves as
a resource for individuals, families, and
agencies concerned with community
health. As a one-stop-shop, it features
zip code level health outcome and
demographic data for the two
counties, best practices for
programs, legislative updates,
and national health outcome data.

400
People attended
The FDHA’s
8th Annual Health Summit:
Mind Matters Too!

AREAS
OF
FOCUS
The FDHA engages, empowers and educates the
community on maintaining and improving personal
health. We provide free online resources that answer basic
questions about health conditions. All of our online content
and educational tools include access to our community
partners who offer free services to residents of Fulton
and DeKalb Counties. Our downloadable fact sheets and
guides are great for self-education, which can be helpful
when speaking with health care providers.

Access
to Care

Cancer
(Prostate,
Breast,
Cervical)

Diabetes

Heart
Disease/
Stroke

HIV/
AIDS

Mental
Health

Violence
Prevention
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AREAS
OF
FOCUS
ACCESS TO CARE
Access to affordable and quality health care is important to everyone’s physical, social and mental
health. It is the ability to get the needed, affordable, convenient, acceptable, and effective health
services in a timely manner. The components of access to care include the availability of services,
affordability of services, appropriate, effective and fair services, and timeliness of services.
CANCER
Cancer is defined as a disease caused by uncontrolled abnormal growth of cells in the body. There are
over 100 different types of cancers. The FDHA focuses on the prevention of Breast Cancer, Prostate
Cancer and Cervical Cancer. Although these types of cancer may be deadly, they have a strong
chance of recovery. Survival rates can be increased through early detection and treatment of cancer.
DIABETES
Diabetes is a disease that happens when blood glucose levels are higher than normal. The pancreas,
which lies near the stomach, is responsible for making a hormone called insulin that helps glucose
get into the cells of our bodies. Type1 diabetes is when your body doesn’t make insulin or has too little
insulin. Type 2 diabetes is when your body does not use its inulin properly.
HEART DISEASE/STROKE
Heart Disease refers to a group of conditions, such as coronary artery disease, that can lead to a heart
attack or heart failure. Heart Disease is the most fatal condition in the U.S. for both men and women.
All cases of heart disease do not result in a heart attack, but this condition is dangerous and results in
a decline in health due to poor blood flow and lack of oxygen, which can result in serious issues like
stroke. Stoke is a disease that occurs when a blood vessel that moves nutrients and oxygen to the
brain bursts or becomes blocked by a clot.
HIV/AIDS
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) is a virus that weakens a person’s immune system by destroying
important cells that fight disease and infection. If HIV is left untreated it can lead to Acquired
Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS). There are multiple ways to acquire HIV. Currently, there is no
effective cure that exists for HIV.
MENTAL HEALTH
Mental health includes our emotional, psychological, and social well-being. It affects how we think,
feel, and act. It also helps determine how we handle stress, relate to others, and make choices. Mental
health is important at every stage of life, from childhood and adolescence through adulthood. Over
the course of your life, if you experience mental health problems, your thinking, mood and behavior
could be.
VIOLENCE PREVENTION
Violence is defined as behavior involving physical force intended to hurt, damage, or kill
someone or something. It can be defined by the unlawful exercise of physical force or
intimidation. There are many types of violence that include but are not limited to:
domestic violence, child abuse, elder abuse, human trafficking, sexual
assault, gang violence and violent crimes. Luckily, there are
prevention methods and resources available to stop
the cycle of violence.
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THOMAS W. DORTCH, JR.
Working In Service Of Others Becomes A Passion To Always Serve
Reflecting on how I came to serve on
the Board of The Fulton-DeKalb Hospital
Authority takes me back to when Pam
Stephenson was Chair. Pam requested
an independent study of Grady, and
she also reached out to the President
and CEO of the Metro Atlanta Chamber
of Commerce, Sam Williams. Sam
then recruited 17 individuals. Michael
Russell and I were two of the African
Americans that served on the review
team. The results of the independent
study revealed that Grady was not
mismanaged but underfunded. Former
Chair Pam Stephenson, the late Michael
Hollis, and the late Frank Montief led
the negotiations for a Public-Private
Partnership. My recommendation for
appointment to The FDHA Board was
made to Fulton County Commissioner
John Eaves. I recommended the
former Surgeon General, Dr. David
Satcher. Due to his busy schedule and
demands, Dr. Satcher’s response was
for Commissioner Eaves to consider
Tommy Dortch. I accepted what I then
believed would be a two-year Board

seat. After serving for about 18 months,
I was elected Chair and served ten years
in that capacity.
Early year accomplishments included
the Lease Transfer Agreement passed by
The FDHA, Fulton, and DeKalb County
Commissions. This agreement delegates
the responsibility for Grady’s oversight
to The Fulton-DeKalb Hospital Authority,
and it also yielded the formation of The
Grady Memorial Hospital Corporation.
The FDHA set forth and continues to
deliver on the following: providing
Grady Health System oversight, ensuring
compliance, and maintaining access
to quality health care for the citizens of
Fulton and DeKalb, along with delivering
community efforts to educate and
empower. Through the ten years that
I served as Board chair, I can recall so
many accomplishments that have truly
impacted many lives. The work of The
FDHA and the Grady Health System is
transformative and positively impacts
people in the two counties throughout
their cities and the southeast region

of our country. I remain profoundly
moved by the people, the work,
and the time served on the Board.
Although I am proud of all the work, the
following is a list of some memorable
accomplishments.
• One hundred thirty-seven thousand
reached in year one of our Community
Impact Grants. Over the years, as many
as 150,000 are reached annually.
• Grady Memorial Hospital is the 5th
largest safety-net hospital in the United
States and the largest level one trauma
center in the southeast region.
• The Grady Health System treats the
largest number of mentally challenged
individuals in Georgia.
• The FDHA has a history
of recognizing individuals and
organizations annually, long before
“healthcare heroes” started.
• The GMHC Public-Private
Partnership formation moved The FDHA
and the Grady Health System to where
we are today. Pam Stephenson was the
visionary for the partnership.
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• As a safety net hospital, there is a
priority of delivering health services to
the indigent population in Fulton and
DeKalb Counties.
• The bonding authority of The FDHA
allowed the Authority to issue bonds
for Fulton and DeKalb Counties. The
FDHA worked collaboratively with
Fulton and DeKalb Counties for hospital
improvements and expansions. Without
the support of the county governments,
the hospital would have closed years
ago.
• Grady’s doors are wide open and is
one of the most wired hospitals in the
nation with a $241 Million surgical center
under development.
• Grady is required to maintain a
balance of diversity with both doctors
and the administrative staff. This diversity
also extends to the many procurement
opportunities.
• Grady has the number one Stroke
Center in the region.
• The FDHA’s partnership with the
Atlanta Ice Cream Festival, annual
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training for nonprofit organizations,
a signature Health Summit, Short
and Long-Term Community Impact
Grants all expand the engagement,
reach, and opportunities to work with
diverse community groups that include
Hispanic, Asian, LGBTQ, and AfricanAmerican. These efforts support the goal
of reducing the number of individuals
coming to the emergency room.
• Funding to Morehouse School of
Medicine supports the recruitment of
minority medical school students, who,
in large part, graduate and work in small
minority communities. Each year, 30% of
Grady’s doctors come from MSM.
• The FDHA’s oversight ensures that
the indigent population and the citizens
of Fulton and DeKalb are serviced with
dignity and respect, no matter the
ability to pay. The Authority remains an
integral part of ensuring we have healthy
communities and that Grady remains the
region’s top trauma center in the region.
• Finally, there’s the establishment
of the Network of Care (NOC) and the

CHAP department under Dr. Keri Norris’
guidance and expertise.
In addition to all of the above, I am
most proud of The FDHA’s continued
ability to operate a lean, efficient,
professional staff with years of industry
experience. The collaborative spirit
and their nurturing of partnerships
have resulted in a committed team of
volunteer organizations (community
long-term and short-term partners) that
work with the staff to deliver health
services throughout the year. These
partners, the Trustees, and the staff all
bring a collective passion for serving
others through The FDHA. This is when
work is more than a job, and a Board
seat is more than a position. As the
Grady Health System owner, anyone
associated with The FDHA understands
the mission, the vision, and the many
unmet needs that exist. Like those
serving today, my time on the Board
created a heightened passion for always
serving those in need.

SHORT
TERM
GRANTEES
The FDHA Short Term Partners

100 Black Men of South Metro Atlanta, Inc.
American Suicide Foundation for Prevention
Atlanta Business League
Atlanta Ice Cream Festival
Atlanta Technical College Foundation
Atlanta Tribune
Beverly Cunningham Outreach
Blue Flowers
C.H.A.M.P.S.
Carrie-Steel Pitts Home
City of Atlanta
City of Clarkston - Police Department
City of Lithonia- Healthy Futures Program
City of Union City
Clark Atlanta University Research Program
Cliftondale United Methodist Church
Commissioner Marvin Arrignton
Commissioner Larry Johnson
Commissioner Lorraine Cochran-Johnson
Commissioner Mereda Johnson/
Mayor Deborah Johnson
Council for Quality Growth
Covenant House of GA
Center for Pan Asian Community {CPACS}
DeKalb County Solicitor-General
Stone Mountain-Lithonia Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
East Point Main Street Association
Emory Women’s Heart Center
Family Food Fest Atlanta
Frank Ski Youth Foundation
Gateway Center
Genesis Life Devotion Center for Women
Georgia Coalition Against Domestic
Violence (GCADV)
Georgia Legislative Black Caucus, Inc.

Georgia Ovarian Cancer Alliance
Global Foundation for Dental Healthcare
and Awareness, Incorporated
Gloria Watts Cox Foundation
Harper-Archer Elementary School
Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies
HOA Alliance
(Commissioner Marvin Arrington)
I am Father
I Will Survive, Inc.
iSeeMe Society
JoyUs Beginnings Child and
Family Wellness Center
Lee Thompson Young Foundation
Mercy Care
Mount Calvary Baptist Church
NAACP DeKalb
NAMI DeKalb
National Black College Alumni
Hall of Fame Foundation, Inc.
Nicholas House
Partnership Against Domestic Violence
(PADV)
Positive Growth, Inc.
RUTH4KIDS
Safe America Foundation
SCLC/ Women, Inc.
Ser Familia
Sickle Cell Foundation
Sisters United
Stewart Foundation
STRIDE
The Legendary Awards
TJ Martell Foundation
Top Ladies of Distinction
Urban League of Greater Atlanta
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LONG
TERM
GRANTEES
The FDHA Long Term Partners

AID Atlanta
Atlanta Children’s Shelter
Bellies to Babies
CaringWorks
Center for Black Women’s Wellness
Center for Pan Asian Community Services
CETA Foundation
C.H.O.I.C.E.S.
CHRIS 180
DeKalb Community Service Board
DeKalb Juvenile Courts
Diabetes Association of Atlanta
Empowerment Resource Center
GA State University Foundation
(Dental Program)
Good Samaritan Health Center
Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies
National Cares Mentoring Movement
Odyssey Family Counseling
Physicians’ Care Clinic
Positive Impact
Project Healthy Grandparents
(Georgia State University)
Quality Living Services
Ryan Cameron Foundation
Saint Jude’s Recovery
Southside Medical
Summit Counseling
The Health Initiative
Wellspring Living
Whitefoord, Inc.
Wholistic Stress Control Institute
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Annual Kickoff Breakfast for the 2019
Long Term Community Health Awareness
and Prevention (CHAP) partners took
place on January 4, 2019. Grantees
were provided information on fiduciary
responsibility and reporting, site visits,
and training requirements while being
encouraged to form partnerships and
collaborations. Additional training
sessions took place on March 1st,
June 11th, and October 1st.

Nurse
Appreciation
Week 2019
As the Fulton-DeKalb Hospital
Authority embraced the 2019
Nurse’s Week at Grady Memorial
Hospital, staff visited over thirty
units to celebrate the work
of its nurses and other staff.
The nurses were delighted
and indicated how they look
forward to the celebration each
year. We also gave appreciation

to the nursing staff at 145
Edgewood Avenue, the Edward
C. Loughlin, Jr. Building, for
their dedication to serve cancer
patients and provide radiation
treatment. Nurse’s Week 2019
was also filled with the joy of
units successfully passing the
accreditation required by The
Joint Commission.
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BLACK MEN’S HEALTH

BARBERSHOP
INITIATIVE

Training Was A Success!
A total of 13 licensed barbers attended The Fulton-DeKalb
Hospital Authority’s Black Men’s Health Barbershop Initiative.
The Fox 5 Atlanta News and 11Alive news outlets sent
reporters to cover the launch of this community health
initiative. The training facilitator from the American Heart
Association was Mark Mooney and Georgia Department of
Health’s Dr. Monyette Childs served as co-facilitator.
In addition to technical training on blood pressure screening,
barbers were trained on the process of gaining consent from
their clients and how to use the barber’s log to track the
client’s information. Each barber received an electronic blood
pressure cuff and several promotional items from The FultonDeKalb Hospital Authority and the American Heart Association.
Training included role play and a detailed Q & A session.
Barbers left educated and empowered to move forward and
immediately implement this critical work. The entire FultonDeKalb Hospital Authority team contributed to the success of
the training and launch of the initiative.
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The FDHA Team Celebrates

Read Across
America Day
The Fulton-DeKalb Hospital
Authority participated in
National Read Across America
Day for the 2nd year in a row
on March 1, 2019. Our FDHA
staff read to approximately
300 students who attend
Thomasville Heights Elementary
and the classes ranged from
Pre-K to 3rd grade. This national
health initiative focuses on

combating low health literacy
through improving early child
literacy. The Dr. Seuss book,
deemed the staff’s favorite,
was Oh, The Things You Can
Do That Are Good for You!
The Partnership for a Healthier
America collaborated on this
book which teaches children all
about staying healthy.
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Stephanie “Boom Shock” Jones (Fulton)
Owner & Fitness Director
Boom Shock Fitness & Wellness

Community
Health
Ambassador
Program
As a way of fulfilling our mission of meeting
the unmet needs of indigent and medically
underserved populations, The FDHA
launched a Community Health Ambassador
(CHA) Program. This is a strategic way
of meeting people where they are, both
physical location and their personal health. A
health ambassador delivers educational and
interactive 1-hour sessions at organizations
within Fulton and DeKalb. The program
teaches attainable healthy lifestyles changes
while raising awareness around obesity,
hypertension, diabetes, and heart disease.
The FDHA Ambassadors have access to
community clinical resources and are
equipped to deliver educational materials
to community members. The FDHA CHA
Program serves audiences from youth to
seniors and can be customized to meet any
organization’s needs.

Mr. Stevie “Shakespeare” Baggs, Jr. (DeKalb)
Former NFL Player, Actor &
Co-Founder/President CETA Foundation
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LUNCH &
LEARN
The Fulton-DeKalb Hospital
Authority’s Community Health
Awareness and Prevention (CHAP)
hosts free Lunch & Learn sessions
covering a wide range of health and
wellness topics. These 60 minute
presentations are delivered monthly
by subject matter experts from our
partner organizations. Fulton and
DeKalb County citizens are invited
to engage with health educators
and community leaders to obtain
education and resource information
that leaves all attendees empowered.
Below is a list of our 2019 topics and
presenting organizations.

MONTH

TOPIC

PRESENTING ORGANIZATION

January

HPV/Cervical Health

Good Samaritan Health Center

February

Heart Health

American Heart Association

March

Nutrition

C.H.O.I.C.E.S.

April

Minority Health/Health Equity

Boom Shock Fitness & Wellness

May

Mental Health / Violence Prevention

Wholistic Stress Control Institute

June

Men’s Health

DeKalb Board of Health and Physicians’ Care Clinic

July

Hepatitis

Aniz

August

Immunization Awareness

Whitefoord, Inc.

September

Childhood Obesity Awareness

C.H.O.I.C.E.S.

October

Breast Cancer Awareness

Center for Black Women’s Wellness

November

Diabetes

Diabetes Association of Atlanta

December

HIV/AIDS

AID Atlanta
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COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER LARRY JOHNSON / STAND INC.
Opioid Summit 3.0 Preserving Our Youth and Families - May 2, 2019
This collaboration and partnership with The FDHA supports an initiative
to connect policymakers, health care professionals, and key community
influencers to discuss the growing Opioid Epidemic. Outcomes included
providing tools, resources, and education to assist each group on their
efforts to halt its growth. Over 300 attendees, engagement from the
sponsors, and radio promotions resulted in over a Million people being
reached.

OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER MEREDA DAVIS JOHNSON / DLACEF
District 5 Annual Community & Family Fun Day - August 31, 2019
The 4th Annual Family Fun Day focused on engaging the community at a
greater capacity and easier accessibility. During this event, health vendors
provided information and screenings to the public. For ease of access, the
event was relocated to Main Street in downtown Lithonia to reach and
engage more of the community. A tracking system of Vendor Passports
was also used, meaning that all attendees who participated were required
to stop by each vendor and get their passport validated in order to
participate in the raffle and any giveaways. With more than 450 attendees
last year, tracking their participation and engagement with each vendor
(particularly the health vendors), the 2019 Family Fun Day was most
successful to date. With engagement from the sponsors, radio and other
stakeholders, there were over a Million people reached.

OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER LORRAINE COCHRAN-JOHNSON
Lock-In For Life - December 6, 2019
The event targeted male students ages 13-15 from DeKalb County Title
I middle and high schools. Students were empowered with tools to
effectively deal with peer pressure and educated on mental health, suicide,
and drug prevention. The program featured three weeks of awareness
and active participant engagement through social media, educational
postcards, and culminated with a student lock-in at Berean Christian
Church. The lock-in attendance was 83, and an extension to the
program included eight DeKalb high schools, visited by District 7
Constituent Liaison J.P, Phillips, who distributed literature. As a
result of these efforts, approximately 2,000 males were
reached through secondary contact from literature
and visited to the website.
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Healthcare
Champions

The Community Health Champion award was presented to
Stephanie “Boom Shock” Jones, Boom Shook fitness, in recognition
of her dedication to public health advocacy and commitment to
improving the health of Metro Atlanta.

The 8th Annual FDHA
Healthcare Champions
Dinner was held at the
Gathering Spot on December
12th from 6:30 pm to 8:30
pm. The FDHA Healthcare
Champions awards are
designed to recognize and
encourage exceptional
work in the health industry,
and we are proud to honor
individuals and organizations
for their contributions
towards improving the
health of Georgians. Ryan
Cameron, founder of the
Ryan Cameron Foundation
and radio personality at Majic
107.5/97.5, served as the
Master of Ceremony.

CHRIS180 received A Healthier Georgia Champion award in
recognition of its exceptional work and commitment to ensuring
that the communities we serve have access to quality programs and
services in Metro Atlanta.
Whitefoord, Inc. received the Community Health Awareness &
Prevention Champion award in recognition of its commitment to
providing quality health services, programs, and access to vulnerable
persons in Metro Atlanta.
The Lew Horne Social Justice Champion award was presented to
Mario Williams, Esq. in recognition of his commitment to advocating
for responsible policy or legislation designed to improve the lives of
underserved populations.
Ms. Efe Ajueyitsi, High School student, received the Youth
Leadership Champion in recognition of her outstanding example to
youth regarding the importance of healthy lifestyles.
St. Jude’s Recovery Center, Inc. received the Mental Health
Champion in recognition of its commitment to providing mental
health services and programs to underserved populations in Metro
Atlanta.
Maxine Wright, Health advocate from Aniz Inc., received the
Community Engagement Champion Award in recognition of
her collaborative effort to provide knowledge and resources to
underserved populations in Metro Atlanta.
Dr. S. Elizabeth Ford, Director of DeKalb and Fulton Counties Board
of Health, received the Chairman’s Award from Dr. Sharon BentHarley. Dr. Ford received the award in recognition of her significant
contributions and excellence in the healthcare industry.

“Champions aren’t made in
the gyms. Champions are made
from something they have deep inside
them...a desire, a dream, a vision.”
- Muhammed Ali
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2019
Health
Summit
The 8th Annual Health Summit was
held at the Hyatt Regency Atlanta
on October 2nd from 9 am to 1: 30
pm. The theme was “Mind Matters
Too” which focused on mental
health. This signature event focuses
on educating our constituents so
that they can advocate for their
own health and improve the health
and wellness of their families and
communities. The Health Summit’s
purpose is to build a healthy
community by sharing resources
and solutions through workshops,
a town hall forum and wellness
screenings.
Dr. Sharon Bent-Harley’s, Board
Chair, welcomed attendees to
the 8th Annual Health Summit.
Dr. Joshua W. Murfree, Jr., Chief
Operations Officer moderated the
Opening Session - Reviewing the
day’s landscape and setting the
agenda which included panelists
Jewell Gooding, Executive Director,
Mental Health America of Georgia
and LaTrina Foster, Director, Fulton
County Department of Behavioral
Health & Developmental Disabilities.
Larry Johnson, Commissioner
District 3, DeKalb County Board
of Commissioners moderated the
panel Addressing the Intersection
of Violence and Mental Health; with
presenters Ted Jackson, Sheriff,
Fulton County Sheriff’s Office;
Dr. Henri Treadwell, Professor,
Department of Community Health
and Preventive Medicine, Morehouse
School of Medicine; and Ladji
Ruffin, Lead Facilitator, The Georgia
Mental Health Consumer Network;
and Sonja Porter, Assistant Chief,
DeKalb County Police Department.
Dee Dawkins-Haigler, Founder/
President, Organization of World
Leaders (OWL) moderated Mental
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Health and Public Policy: The
Nation Under Fire Workshop with
presenters Kevin Tanner, Georgia
State Representative; Cynthia
Moorer, President, National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI) (DeKalb);
and Lisa McGarrie, MSW, Senior
Research Associate, Georgia
Health Policy Center, Georgia State
University.
The second workshop during session
two was Mental Health and the
Unseen Truth about Homelessness.
The panelists were Charlene
Edwards, Executive Director, The
Action Not Words Project; Brenda
Cibulus, APRN, BC, CGP, Director,
Behavioral Health Services Mercy
Care, Inc.; and Raphael Holloway,
Chief Executive Officer, Gateway.
It was moderated by Elizabeth
Omilami, Chief Executive Officer,
Hosea Help.
Dr. Racheal Ross was the keynote
speaker for the closing session. Dr.
Joseph Hill was the moderator
along with panelists, Kisha B.
Holden, Ph.D., MSCR, Deputy
Director, Satcher Health Leadership
Institute; and Kim H. Jones,
Executive Director, National Alliance

on Mental Illness (NAMI) Georgia
for the Setting the Tone to Embrace
Mental Wellness Session.
The Teen Summit ran concurrently
with the Health Summit. There were
62 participants from DeKalb County
schools. Stevie Baggs, Founder,
Creating Empowerment Through
Autonomy (CETA) Foundation kicked
off the Opening Session - Erase the
Stigma of Mental Illness. Coping with
Stress and Exploring Alternatives
was moderated by Kelvin Walston,
Health Educator, The Fulton-DeKalb
Hospital Authority with panelists
Mollie Innocent-Cupid, Director of
Operations, The Summit Counseling
Center; and Nia Bowser, MSW
student, Clark Atlanta University.
Mental Health and Social Media
workshop was presented by Jennifer
Swain, Executive Director, Youth
Spark.
The Summit delivered 39 screeners
and exhibitors who provided
attendees resources and critical
information on Mental Health.

Community
Conversations

JANUARY
Our January conversation took place at the DeKalb Board of Health and focused on
Diabetes. This engagement provided education and resources about understanding,
preventing, and treating diabetes. Commissioner Steve Bradshaw, DeKalb County - District
5 moderated the discussion. A panel of four medical and public health professionals gave
informative presentations and answered questions from the audience.

FEBRUARY
The Fulton-DeKalb Hospital Authority hosted a Community Conversation in support of
Heart Health Month. On Thursday, February 21, 2019 community members gathered at
the Wolf Creek Library to engage with experts and learn about heart health. An informative
discussion followed by an impactful Q&A with tips and information for healthy life changes.
Our conversation was moderated by Commissioner Marvin Arrington, Jr., Fulton
County Board of Commissioners, District 5. Panelists provided information
on heart disease, prevention and treatment; nutrition and heart health; and
community programs that addressed heart disease and chronic illnesses.
Commissioner Arrington asked the panelists questions and encouraged
the audience to ask questions and to share their experiences of managing
their health. Arrington explained, “Community Forums, like the one FDHA
hosted, are important and valuable resources for residents. Events like this
empower people with the knowledge they need to make well-informed
decisions concerning their health.”

MARCH
In March, our Community Conversation joined with the North
Fulton Mental Health Collaborative to discuss community mental
health concerns in our community. Moderated by Commissioner
Bob Ellis, an open discussion took place on the challenges people
face when living with mental health or caring for a person battling
mental health issues. Information on resources immediately
available was presented.
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Atlanta
Ice Cream
Festival
Since 2015, The Fulton-DeKalb Hospital
Authority has been the Triple Scoop/
Health Zone Partner for the Atlanta
Ice Cream Festival (AICF) at
Piedmont Park. As the Health
Zone Partner for the event,
the FDHA ‘s goal is to
provide access to primary
care services focused on
education and prevention
to the residents of Fulton
and DeKalb Counties.

DeKalb County Board of Health General Health Information;

During the health fair, patients
received varying healthcare and
information levels from health providers
and subject matter experts. The resources
in FDHA Health Zone concentrated on
our areas of focus: HIV, Diabetes, Heart/
Stroke, Access to Care, and Cancer.

Life South Mobile Unit – Blood drive and

The FDHA “Screened for Ice Cream”
Treats in the health zone. Participants
who received four (4) screening or
information from exhibitors were given a
ticket to enjoy a sweet treat from one of
ten selected AICF vendors. Two attendees
won laptops for participating with the
screenings.
The following health partners participated
with the Health Zone and provided the
following screenings:
Fulton-DeKalb Hospital Authority –
General Health Information
Grady Memorial Hospital –
Breast Cancer Information and
Cholesterol Screening;
Aniz Inc. – HIV, Hep C Screening;
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DermWomen.org – Sunscreen, UV
color-changing wristbands, Skin Cancer
Screening;
Diabetes Association of Atlanta (DAA) –
Glucose Screening;
Fulton County Board of Health – PRep
Information;
Georgia Coalition Against Domestic
Violence (GCADV)– Domestic Violence;
Morehouse School of Medicine – Blood
Pressure and assisted DAA with Glucose
Screening;
Morehouse School of Medicine Mobile
Unit – All of Us project and Free physical
examines for people with no insurance
or met the qualifying requirements;
Sickle Cell Mobile Unit – Information
and sickle cell screening.
Volunteers were the key to making
the FDHA Health Zones a success.
The Fulton-DeKalb Hospital Authority
had thirty-five volunteers to work an
average of 4 hours during the Atlanta
Ice Cream Festival for a total
of 140 hours. According to
Independent Sector, the
estimated Georgia value
of each volunteer hour in
2018 is $25.78 (https://
independentsector.org/).
The value of the volunteer
hours to the FDHA is
$3,609.

Caregivers
Fair
The Fulton-DeKalb Hospital Authority
partnered with The City of Atlanta to
host two events celebrating of National
Caregivers Month. These events served
as a platform in which meaningful
knowledge was shared and resources
were provided to city employees,
caregivers and seniors who make up our
community. The 2019 events included
a Lunch and Learn on November
7th and the Senior Caregivers Fair on
November 13th. Beverly Burks, Director
of Community Engagement at the
FDHA was the presenter for both events
that were free and open to the public.
Our focus was on educating individuals
with vital information related to accessing
care, healthy eating, mental health, and
the support available for caregivers.
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INTERNS &
FELLOWS
Frank H. Monteith
Fellowship Recipients

Michael R. Hollis
Internship Recipients /Cont.

SPRING 2019
N/A

Ar-Ryon Garrison
Clark Atlanta University
Contraception Use

SUMMER 2019
Charla Sutton
Georgia State University
Housing and
Homelessness in
Metro Atlanta Area

SPRING
2019

FALL 2019
Francois Egbuono
Georgia State University
Access to Health Care
for Vulnerable Populations

SUMMER 2019
Rachael Gilbert
Emory University
Disordered Eating

Casey West
Emory University
GMOs and Disease
Health Outcomes

Michael R. Hollis
Internship Recipients

Kedejah Franklin
Georgia State University
Health Equity

SUMMER
2019

SPRING 2019
Alexandra Dumas
Spelman College
Nutrition and Food Deserts
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Daphne Weiss
Emory University
E-Cigarette Awareness
Meghan Hurley
Emory University
Vaccinations
FALL 2019
Emily Kirkland
Life University
Sex Education
for Seniors

Evan Smith
Georgia State University
Domestic Violence in
Low Income Households
Elba Garcia
Grand Canyon University
Improve Georgia’s Capacity
for Early Identification Autism

Illiyah Edwards
Spelman College
Health Improvements
to Pregnancy Health and
Improved Quality
of Medical Care
Using Prevention

FALL
2019

Grace Olufade
Georgia State University
Mental Health Services
Violence and
Sexual Abuse
Services

FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT
The Fulton-DeKalb Hospital Authority (FDHA) and their Board of Trustees, work on an
ongoing basis with Grady Memorial Hospital Corporation (GMHC) related to any financial and
compliance issues that fall under The FDHA’s fiduciary responsibilities.

BUDGETING
The FDHA is entrusted with oversight and asset management obligations related to Grady Health
System (GHS). The FDHA reviews, and the Board reviews and approves both the preliminary and
final annual budgets for the FDHA and GMHC. The Board also discusses budget funding issues
that GMHC may be facing and collaborates to help mitigate any budget restraints.

PENSION MANAGEMENT
The FDHA owns the investment and liability related to the Pension Plan for GMHC employees,
which was closed to new participants in 2007. The FDHA ensures that the administration of the
plan complies with all applicable Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) regulations.

SUPPLIER DIVERSITY & QUALITY OF CARE REPORTING
The FDHA is obligated to ensure fair and reasonable levels of participation by qualified minority
businesses. The FDHA utilizes a Supplier Diversity Consultant’s services to review the Minority
Business Enterprise (MBE) reports and provide appropriate feedback to the FDHA Board of
Trustees.
The FDHA also receives quarterly Quality of Care and Patient Satisfaction Reports to monitor
those areas within GHS, which are reviewed and monitored by Quality Assurance Consultants.

CRESTVIEW NURSING HOME
The FDHA is the owner of Crestview Nursing Home. Crestview is an intermediate and skilled
nursing care facility designated to care for residents of Fulton and DeKalb Counties.

ABOUT THE NUMBERS
Operating Revenue - The FDHA receives lease payments from GMHC associated with the Lease
Transfer Agreement and lease payments for parking from Georgia State University (GSU).
Non-Operating Revenue consists of contributions from the counties for debt service and interest
expense on the Authority’s revenue bonds.

GMHC SURGICAL CENTER
In December 2019, The FDHA and GMHC finalized the Bonds Development and Funding
Agreement, which will enable the expansion of the Grady Health System’s new center for
advanced surgical services. The center’s location will be the former site of the Aldredge Building in
downtown Atlanta, financed in part by the FDHA’s issuance of its tax-exempt revenue certificates
in two series, the Fulton County Certificates and the DeKalb County Certificates; both referred as
the Public Contribution. The balance of the costs will be paid by GMHC from private philanthropic
funds and other funds, referred to the Private Contribution, which is restricted for use in the
acquisition.
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CONDENSED STATEMENT
OF ACTIVITIES
For the Year Ended December 31, 2019
Operating Revenue			
Pension expenses 		
5,920,028
Lease Payments 		 3,145,550
Total Operating Revenue 		 3,145,550
Operating Income before
			
County Contributions
(5,394,679)
			
Contributions from Fulton
			
and DeKalb Counties 		 55,434,957
Operating Expenses 			
Pass-through County Payments 		 (55,434,957)
Salary & Benefits 		 1,072,873
Operating Income (loss) 		 (5,394,679)
Internship/Fellowship Program 		
40,248
Professional Fees (Administrative services) 		
18,288
Non-Operating Revenue (Expenses) 		 18,008,211
Consultants (Audits, Legal, Actuary, Compliance) 		 365,645
Excess (Deficiency) of
			
Revenues Over Expenses
Office Administration and Supplies 		
81,311
before Capital Contributions and
			
Other Adjustments 		 12,613,532
Facility and Equipment 		
18,350
Professional Education 		
7,290
Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets
18,533,559
Health Education, Community Outreach
& Engagements 		 976,398
Net Assets (Deficit), Beginning of the Year
(78,939,313)
Meetings (Quarterly Board &
Committee) and Travel 		
39,798
Total Operating Expenses 		$ 2,620,201
Net Assets (Deficit), End of Year 		$ (60,405,754)

CONDENSED STATEMENT
FINANCIAL POSITION
As of December 31, 2019
Assets 		
Current Assets
1,506,740
Other Current Assets
17,029,124
Beneficial Interest Held by Others
23,295,679
Noncurrent Assets
33,160,214
Deferred Outflows-Pension
21,473,977
Total Assets
$ 96,465,734
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Liabilities & Net Assets
Current Liabilities
Noncurrent Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Total Net Assets
Total Liabilities & Net Assets

24,318,616
132,552,872
156,871,488
156,871,488
(60,405,754)
$ 96,465,734

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dr. Sharon Bent-Harley
Chair

Pamela S. Stephenson, Esq.
Vice Chair

Romeo P. Stockett, Jr., PhD, MPH
Secretary of Board

Kathryn Flowers-Glasco

Shannon Georgecink

Bernie Tokarz

Dr. Annette Bernard
FACP-Treasurer

Dr. Pickens Andrew
Patterson, III

Robert “Bob” Miller, Esq.

Sandra DeShields
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FULTON COUNTY
BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS

DEKALB COUNTY
BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS

Robb Pitts

Michael Thurmond

Chairman

DeKalb County CEO

Liz Hausmann

Nancy Jester

Vice Chairman
District 1

District 1

Bob Ellis

District 2

District 2

Larry Johnson

Lee Morris

District 3

District 3

Natalie Hall
District 4

Marvin Arrington
District 5

Joe Carn
District 6
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Jeff Rader

Steve Bradshaw
District 4

Mereda Davis Johnson
District 5

Kathie Gannon
Super District 6

Lorraine Cochran-Johnson
District 7

STAFF
Joshua W. Murfree, Jr., MS, PhD.
Chief Operations Officer
Keri Norris PhD, JM, MPH, MCHES
Chief of Health Policy &
Administration
Shawn Graham, CPA
Chief Financial Officer
Beverly Burks
Director of Community
Engagement
Jasmine Harris, MBA
Accountant
Ashley Yates
Program Associate
Sherard Polite, MPH, CHES
Health Educator
Montrez Ruffin
Executive Administrator
Assistant
D’Ceita Daniels
Community Engagement
Coordinator
Telain Ware
Marketing &
Communications
Consultant

145 Edgewood Avenue SE
Second Floor
Atlanta, GA 30303
404.489.1234

www.thefdha.org

